LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
decay. In enforcing discipline, the proper bounds must
not be overstepped, and although it is sometimes abused,
it is the right recipe for social diseases. The child that
is sick must be suffered to swallow bitter gall."
Vijaykrishna applied these principles to the Brahmo
Samaj and began his violent polemics against Keshav,
because in the Kuch Behar Marriage, he became dogmatic
and instead of regarding liberty as a social contract, made
it a personal affair only. The Master wrote again:—
'The moment a person is worshipped as an incarnation
of God or the doctrine of mediatorship is held, the
moment God is believed to have form, the Brahmo Samaj
takes up the cudgels to enforce rigorous discipline. The
Samaj sets itself to correct those who believe in the
multiplicity of gods or encourage the evils that are rampant
in the name of Caste or do something antagonistic to the
growth of the idea of the Fatherhood of God and the
Brotherhood of Man.  Those who would encourage
child-marriage and the plurality of marriage and be the
direct cause of social degradation, would be the victims of its
bitterest attacks. The Brahmo Samaj would mercilessly
treat those who would refuse to bow down to social discipline
and seek the idiot's pleasure of gratifying self-will. The
Brahmo Samaj would move its engines of repression against
them, so long they would continue to be guilty of this
offence. . . . The Samaj would also wipe off the tears from
the eyes of a repentant sinner. The discipline of the Samaj,
though rigorous, leaves ample room for the operation of
the principles of holiness, generosity, and Idve/'
None knew more than Vijaykrishna how to fight against
wrong, to lay down the ghost of evil, in pursuance of Truth
and in a spirit of general good-will towards humanity. And
he always attained the desired end ; he never fought in vain.
100

